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F r o m  T h e  p r i n c i p a l ’ s  d e s k  

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Wednesday 15th March   MS Interim Report Evening 4:30pm to 6:30pm 
      In the School Hall     
      Board Meeting 7:30pm  
Thursday 16th March   1st Communion Parent Meeting 
Friday 17th March    St Patrick’s Day 
      Middle School Assembly - 1pm in the School Hall 
      Primary School Assembly - Year 6  
      1:40pm in the School Hall 
Monday 20th March    OLNA - Numeracy 
Tuesday 21st March    Harmony Day 
Sunday 26th March    Communion Commitment Mass  - 9am 
Tuesday 28th March    Nagle Year 11 2019 Parent Information Evening - 6pm 
Thursday 6th April    Last day of Term One 
Friday 7th April    Pupil Free Day 
Friday 14th April    Good Friday 
Saturday 15th April    Easter Sunday 
Sunday 16th April    Easter Sunday 
Monday 17th April    Easter Monday 
Monday 24th April    Pupil Free Day 
Tuesday 25th April    Anzac Day 
Wednesday 26th April   First day of Term Two 

Prayer about St. Patrick 

God our Father, 

you sent Saint Patrick to preach your 

glory to the people of Ireland. 

By the help of his prayers, 

may all Christians proclaim your love 

to all men. 

Grant this through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5201
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus


Dear Parents, Teachers and Friends, 
 
Did you know that laughter is the equivalent to an internal jogging session because it gives the 
diaphragm, abdominal and respiratory and facial muscles a complete workout. Also, did you 
know that laughter not only provides stress release and exercise but reduces pain. Laughing  
triggers the release of endorphins, which are the body’s natural painkillers. 
Children enter life with an inherent capacity to laugh, smile, play and generally make fun and 
light of life. Their sense of humour is then cultivated by how they experience their social  
environment, especially their family. If parents can live with a humorous perspective to their lives 
and encourage and teach their children to do the same, their children will manage life’s  
challenges with far less stress. 
An interesting study, conducted by St Thomas Hospital in London, has found that your sense of 
humour has nothing to do with your genes and everything to do with your upbringing. It would 
then appear to be the case that humour is an essential tool in being a parent. It ranks alongside 
common sense and that “gut-sense” we all experience from time to time. 
Of course, children’s humour is sometimes rather ‘thin’ and perhaps ‘silly’, even indicative of 
them ‘acting their age’. We shouldn’t always expect our children to rise to our level of maturity 
and sophistication but rather, on occasion, allow ourselves to seek and enjoy humour at their  
level of maturity and sophistication. 
A sense of humour is essential at this time of the year with some of the Irish jokes that  
traditionally accompany St Patrick’s Day on Friday and April Fools Day just around the corner. 
 
ST PAT'S NIGHT  
The annual St Pat's Evening being hosted by the P & F and St Mary's Year 10s is being held this 
Saturday evening, the 18

th
 March, at the school beginning with mass at 6:00 pm. This is always a 

fun evening so come along and make a night of it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FIRST EUCHARIST PARENT MEETING  
Parents of children making their First Eucharist are required to attend a meeting tomorrow 
evening in the school library beginning at 6:30 pm. 
 
PRIMARY ASSEMBLY 
The next Primary Assembly is being held this Friday in the hall beginning at 1:40pm. It is being 
led by our Year 6 class. All are welcome to come along. 
 
COLLECTION OF INFORMATION 
Please note that attached to this newsletter is a letter from the Federal Government regarding 
the collection of information. This is standard practice and is used by the government to  
determine funding arrangements, NAPLAN comparisons etc. 



P & F HELP 
Usually when we have events such as the upcoming St Pat’s Night, Mother’s and Father’s Day 
stalls etc. there are plenty of people who want to help on the day/evening. These people often 
don’t have the time to attend regular P & F Meetings for family reasons, work etc. and we  
understand that. So to help with the planning of future events, we would like to compile a list of 
helpers who can help out occasionally throughout the year. We would not be calling on the same 
people for each event, rather share the load around the willing. Without our parents support, it is 
very difficult to hold such events, activities, that are not only great fundraisers, but generate 
much community goodwill also.  
If you are able to help out in any capacity at any of the P & F events, please contact the school 
office on 99411 328 or email admin@smsc.wa.edu.au. Your support is greatly appreciated. 
 
God Bless 
 

Steve O’Halloran 
Principal 

Middle School News 
As I write this, I am mindful that Parent/Teacher/Student interviews will be conducted tonight to 
discuss our Term I Interim Reports. These reports serve as a snapshot of how your child is  
progressing at St Mary’s so far and whether there are any concerns we need to address to  
ensure future success. I encourage all parents to make contact with the school if you are unable 
to make this meeting as we cannot make the difference without your support.  
 
As OLNA concludes for the Year 10 students next week, I was discussing the concerns of  
students not sitting the NAPLAN tests in Years 3, 5, 7 & 9. Unless exempted by a clinical  
diagnosis, all students are expected to participate in these standardised tests. Parents may 
choose to withdraw their child from these tests, but I would like to caution against this, for the fol-
lowing reasons: 
 
• Sitting the NAPLAN tests, will help prepare students for future standardised testing in Years 

10, 11 & 12. 
• All students in Year 10 who have not previously qualified through NAPLAN Year 9, must sit 

the OLNA (including students with a clinical diagnosis). 
• Failure to sit the OLNA in Year 10, will exclude any student from accessing Foundations 

courses in Years 11 & 12. 
• Students who have not met OLNA standards, will not receive a WACE (WA Certificate of 

Education) graduation. 
• Students with a clinical diagnosis who do not sit the OLNA will only be able to obtain a 

WASA (WA Statement of Attainment) through the completion of ASDAN modules and/or 
other individual education programs. 

 
In a nutshell, what this means is that parents will be limiting the opportunities for their children to 
access specific courses in Years 11 & 12 if they do not sit these standardised tests. As there is 
no exemption provision at all for OLNA, you will be making the choice for your child not to have 
the same opportunities as other children to access the WACE. 
 
Please feel free to come in and have a chat if you would like to discuss this further or if you  
remain confused about the new WACE system. 
 



On Tuesday, March 21
st
 we will be  

celebrating Harmony Day. The  
message of Harmony Day is that  

everyone belongs! The day aims to  
engage people to participate in their 

community, respect cultural and  
        religious diversity and foster a  
       sense of belonging for everyone.                                                                                         
 

The whole school will be gathering on the oval to enjoy lunch together.  For a gold 
coin donation, students will also be able to wear their cultural or orange clothing.   

The money raised will go towards Project Compassion.   

SRC interviews have concluded and the announcement of Head Boy and Girl will be made at 
this week’s MS assembly. We thank all candidates for applying and going through the interview 
process. We also thank Stirling candidates for their efforts in the Faction Captain speeches. 
Grey and Forrest were automatically filled by the exact number of candidates who applied. 
 
As the weather finally starts to cool down, I would like to please remind all families about our 
school uniform code. Non-School jumpers/jackets are not to be worn at school. Non-school hats 
or beanies are similarly disallowed at school. Also, I have noticed that some of our girls’ dresses 
appear very short in length. I shall be checking this particularly and will expect that hemlines are 
dropped to the knee length as stipulated in our policy and for obvious modesty reasons. The  
additional ear piercings have become an issue amongst some of our students. Teachers have 
been very generous in reminding students to remove them; however, if this occurs more than 
once, then the earrings will be confiscated to the end of term. 
 
Finally, it has come to my attention that a few students have messaged their parents by text on 
their mobile phones whilst at school – whether to pick them up or to drop items off. I would like 
to reiterate that this is in breach of our school mobile policy. All mobiles are not to be used at 
school and are to be switched off and checked in to the front office or stored securely in their 
bags. Any further breach of this policy, will result in confiscation of the phone until the end of the 
term. The front office is able to contact you in any situation regarding your child so please  
remind your children about this rule. 
 
As St Patrick’s draws closer, I hope you have all bought your  
tickets for our wonderful school, parish and wider community  
celebration to be held next Saturday night. The Year 7 students 
have been learning about community – school and parish and this 
would be a wonderful occasion to see all our community together 
for what promises to be a fun night filled with activities,  
entertainment, excellent food and competitions. I look forward to 
sharing a very happy St Patrick’s Day with all of you then! 
 
Kind regards 
 

Sam Da Luz 
Head of Middle School 



Parish News 
 

 

Mass times have been changed - They are 
now 

Saturday night - 7pm 
Sunday morning - 9am 

 
First Holy Communion 

 

Thursday 16th March 1st Communion Parent Meeting 
Sunday 26th March  Commitment Mass 
Thursday 25th May  Parent/Child Meeting 
Saturday 27th May  Church Clean and Tidy-Up 
Sunday 28th May   Eucharist 

 

                             Confirmation 
 

Thursday 15
th
 June   Confirmation Parent Meeting  

Sunday 18
th
 June   Commitment Mass  

Thursday 10
th
 August  Parent/Child Meeting  

Saturday 12th August Church Clean and Tidy-Up 
Sunday 13

th
 August   Confirmation  

 
 

 

LENTEN ACTIVITES 
 

LENT— a traditional time of PENANCE,  should be marked by Prayer 
(participating in the Eucharist, family prayer, visiting a church, reading the  
Scriptures, making the Way of the Cross, praying the rosary, etc); by Self Denial 
(abstaining from meat, sweets, giving up entertainment to spend time with the 
family, limiting food and drink so as to give to the poor); and by helping others 
(giving special attention to someone who is poor, sick, elderly, lonely,  
overburdened) 
 
The parish has a Lenten Program ‘get together’ each Wednesday evening in the 
Parish Centre commencing at 6:15pm.  Call Fr Mauriusz on 99411768 for details. 
 
FRIDAY DURING LENT—Stations of the Cross each  
Friday during Lent commencing at 6.30pm.   This is a very moving way to witness 
Christ’s last hours.  The reflections for each Station  remind us of our own trials 
and sufferings in our daily lives and the lives of others. 
 

All Parishioners are welcome to attend     
 

Father Mariusz 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 2017 Student Residential Address Collection  

 
This notice is from the Australian Government Department of Education and Training (the department), 
to advise you that the department has requested your child’s school provide a statement of addresses, in 
accordance with section 21 of the Australian Education Regulation 2013 (the Regulation).  
A statement of addresses contains the following three pieces of information about students at the school:  

Students’ residential address (not student names or other identifying information)  

Students’ level of education (i.e. whether the student is receiving primary or secondary education)  

Students’ boarding school status (boarders or day students)  
 
Authority for and Purpose of Collection  
 
Consistent with previous practice, and following the 2016 Australian Bureau of Statistics National Census 
of Population and Housing (Census), it is timely that information held by the department is updated in 
order to ensure that Australian Government funding calculations for your child’s school are accurate.  
Under section 21 of the Regulation, a statement of addresses must not explicitly identify an individual 
student. Accordingly, all information in the statement of addresses provided by your child’s school to the 
department is de-identified.  
 
Use and Disclosure of Information  
 
It is important to ensure the statements of addresses are accurate, and the department may from time to 
time carry out audits of statements of addresses to verify their accuracy. In the event of an audit, the de-
partment’s contracted auditors may seek to compare a school’s statement of addresses with student en-
rolment information held by the school for the purpose of verifying the information. The department’s 
contractors will not use the information for any other purpose.  
Any further use and disclosure of information relating to the statement of addresses will occur in accord-
ance with section 65 of the Regulation.  
 
Contact  
 
If you have any questions regarding this notice, you can contact the department by:  

Email: seshelpdesk@education.gov.au  

Phone (free call): SES helpdesk on 1800 677 027 (Option 4)  
 
For further information about the department, including the department’s privacy policy, please go to: 
https://education.gov.au.  
 

 
 Opportunity through learning  

 
50 Marcus Clarke Street, Canberra ACT 2601 GPO Box 9880, 

 Canberra ACT 2601 | Phone (02) 6121 6000  







SCHOOL FEE ACCOUNTS 
SCHOOL FEES 
Accounts have been posted to all families.  Included with the statement is a Payment Options 
Form; Direct Debit Form and information regarding Health Care/Pension Card Fee Discounts. 
Payment Options Form:  Please complete your Payment Options form and return it to the 
school.  This  indicates your commitment to the school with regards to your fees.   
Direct Debit Form:   Please complete this form to pay by Direct Debit and return to the school 
at least two days prior to your first payment.  Please remember when paying by Direct Debit 
to  ensure that you have funds in your bank account to cover payments.  Any  
payments missed will have to be made up either by extending your end date or paying by 
EFTPOS or Cash at the school administration office. 

IT IS EXPECTED  THAT ALL FEES ARE PAID IN FULL BY OCTOBER 2017 
HEALTH CARE CARD FEE CONCESSIONS 
Kindy to Year 10  Holders of Centrelink Health Care and Pension Cards may be eligible to  
receive Fee Discounts.  The card must be current and show the names of the children attending 
school.  The discount can only be given to the person responsible for payment of the school 
fees.     
Holders must have one of the following cards: 
• Pensioner Card—issued every two years on the cardholders birthday 
• Most Health Care Cards—reissued automatically if eligible (usually valid for 1 year) 
• Low Income Health Care Card—usually valid for 1 year and must be renewed each year 
Parents of children who are in receipt of ABSTUDY are NOT eligible to receive HCC Fee  

concessions.   

Department of Education Secondary Student Assistance   Parents of children in 

Years 7—10  who hold Health Care Card or Pension Cards are also eligible to receive  
assistance through the Dept of Education. 
Applications for Secondary Assistance close on Friday 7th  April.   Claims cannot be made af-
ter this date. 
Parents of children who received ABSTUDY are eligible to receipt a small rebate from this  

Assistance scheme. 

 
All families claiming fee discounts MUST complete new forms for 2017.   PLEASE BRING 
YOUR CARD TO THE OFFICE TO BE COPIED AND PAPERWORK TO BE COMPLETED. 

If you have any queries regarding your fees, fee payments, Fee concession  

discounts please contact the School Bursar, Anna Brooks on 99411328 or email  

accounts@smsc.wa.edu.au. 
Thankyou.    



 
 
 
 
 

 

St Pats Night is just around the corner 
Save the date: 18

th
 March  

Parent helpers required 
License bar along with delicious BBQ and salads 

Live entertainment 
 

The P&F is working for your children and we need you          
Please come along        

                                     All welcome 
 

Parents and Friends News 

Uniform Shop. 
 

The uniform shop is  

opened every  

Tuesday and Thursday  

from 2.15pm to 3.15pm. 

Homework  

Classes 

Homework classes  

are each Tuesday and  

Thursday. 

 Please contact the school 

 office for further information. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=semester+Report+Clip+Art&view=detailv2&&id=0BFEDA0704AB5232A0E0B9F822BAF780883BBBF2&selectedIndex=49&ccid=2%2bdhbpU9&simid=608004337495113749&thid=OIP.Mdbe7616e953d1b304f24bb9fd8e9f720o0


 

Carnarvon Junior Netball  
Development Squad Try-Outs 

 
Thursday 16th March  

6:00pm-7:00pm at the Netball 
Courts 

Junior Development Squad is open 
to girls 11-17 years 

For more information contact 
Ainslee on 0400206732 

 
 

Carnarvon School  Dental Clinic 
 
We will conclude our current visit in 
Carnarvon on 30/3/2017. 
 
The clinic will re-open Tuesday 8

th
 

August – 15
th
 Sept 2017  

Scholastic Book Cub is due 
back to school on the 24th 
March. Thank you to Mrs  

Fernihough for   
organising Book Club again this 

year. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Community+News+Clip+Art&view=detailv2&&id=8D5D733BD08D6D1736E5415C1743FC0CC1D78843&selectedIndex=0&ccid=oecRbaml&simid=608049177244666545&thid=OIP.oecRbamlenXguzriXtBL3QD5Cc

