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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
Tuesday 9th to Thursday 11th May NAPLAN - Yr’s 3, 5, 7 & 9 
Friday 12th May    Mother’s Day Liturgy and Morning Tea 
Saturday 13th May    Our Lady of Fatima night 
Sunday 14th May    Mother’s Day 
Wednesday 17th May   Board Meeting - 7:30pm 
Thursday 18th May    P&F Meeting 
Friday 19th May    MS Assembly - 1pm 
      PS Assembly - 2pm - Year 3 
Monday 22nd May    Communio Week 
Thursday 25th May    First Holy Communion Parent & Child meeting  - 6:30pm 
Friday 26th May    MS Assembly - 1pm 
Friday 2nd June    Pupil Free Day 
Monday 5th June    WA Day - Public Holiday 
 



Dear Parents, Teachers and Friends, 
 

During the 17th century in England, the 4th Sunday of Lent was called Mothering Sunday to  
honour the mothers of England. In this period of English history many poor people worked as 
servants for the wealthy. Because many of these servants gained employment far from their 
homes, they lived at the houses of their employers. On Mothering Sunday the servants would be 
given the day off to allow them to return home for the day. Quite often, a ‘Mothering Cake’ was 
provided for them to share with their mothers. 
 

In 1914, after a period of evolution, the American President, Woodrow Wilson, proclaimed the 
2nd Sunday of May to be Mother’s Day; this is likewise celebrated in Australia. 
 

The old saying that ‘The warmth of a home comes from the heart of the mother’, is a true  
expression of the constant giving of nurture by a mother to her family. There have been  
countless attempts to list the ‘occupations’ in which a mother has to be skilled or place a 
‘monetary value’ on all a mother does for society. This task is impossible as the list is endless 
and as times change, so does the list. 
 

Thank you, dear Lord, for our mothers 
Who were brave enough to give birth 

Who loved through many growing-up years 
Who taught about God and love and being good 

Who often got no thanks 
Whose ears could hear the slightest cry 

Whose eyes didn't miss much either 
Whose hands held and bathed and picked up 

Whose heart was often broken 
Who always forgave and forgot 

Who encouraged when things went bad 
Who always had time to listen 

Who worked so hard to make things go 
Who make the world so much better 

Who deserve our love on Mother's Day 
And Every day 

Even for eternity. Amen. 
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY 
There will be a professional development day for all staff on Friday, 2nd June. As such, students 
will not attend school on this day. 
 

PARISH FATIMA NIGHT 
This promises to be big event as it is the 100th Anniversary since Our Lady of Fatima appeared 
to Lúcia Santos and her cousins Jacinta and Francisco Marto. The evening will begin with a 
Mass and procession at 6:00 pm followed by a social evening on the school grounds. All are  
welcome to come along and celebrate this historic event. Tickets are available from the office. 
 

MOTHER’S DAY STALL 
There is a Mother’s Day stall occurring Wednesday and Thursday this week. There are many  
affordable and practical gifts for kids to buy for mum. Thanks to the P & F and Mrs Michelle  
Pinner for coordinating this. 
 

God Bless 
 
 
 
 

Steve O’Halloran 
Principal 



Middle School News 
It’s Week 3 of term and the Year 7 and 9 students are in the middle of their NAPLAN tests. The 
testing in Year 9 will indicate whether your child is required to sit the Online Literacy and  
Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Year 10, which is a requirement of the WACE for graduation. 
Students need to demonstrate competency at a band 8 or higher to pre-qualify. If they do not 
meet the standard or if they are away for the testing in Year 9, then they must sit the OLNA in 
Year 10 and meet the requirements then. Many schools also require the NAPLAN results to  
inform course placements during subject selections, so if your child is transferring to a new 
school for Year 10 or Year 11, this information is also important. 
 

The newly elected MS SRC met last week to review the Constitution and also to discuss the 
Leadership Planning day. Letters will be going out this week to inform parents about this day 
which is earmarked to take place in Week 5. The SRC will be taking a more active role this year, 
running assemblies and being more proactive during lunchtimes running activities. Watch this 
space … 

 

Kaj Radcliffe in Year 8 was selected by Strickland Race Development 
which is sponsored by Yamaha Australia, to join their National Junior 
Development Program in the sport of Motocross. This means that Kaj 
has to travel great distances and has to attend many major  
championship events all throughout Australia. At such a young age, it 
is an amazing feat to be recognised for his talent and we wish Kaj all 
the best on his continued and future pathway to Motocross success.  
 

 
With this weekend’s huge celebration approaching, Fatima Night, we pause to reflect on the past 
principals, priests and parish at St Mary Star of the Sea. Well, for one night only, we have some 
very special visitors coming to Carnarvon for Saturday 13 May. Bishop Justin will be in  
attendance with Sister Goretti (the last of the Presentation Sisters who was Principal at St Mary’s 
school), Mrs Anne Cullender (the first Lay Principal of St Mary’s after Sister Goretti), Fr Karol 
(Superior of the Society of the Divine Savior - SDS), Father Bronek (past parish priest and  
Vice-Superior of SDS), Fr Leonard – past parish priest, Fr Janusz (visiting priest from Rome) as 
well as other members of the Lay Salvatorian community from Perth and Sydney. The  
celebration will begin at Church on Saturday for 6pm Mass and then afterwards for a sumptuous 
feast, live music and lots of raffles and auctions on our Church grounds. Tickets available at the 
school or on the night but please purchase your tickets prior to the night so as to inform our  
catering numbers. Thank you. 
 

What lovely autumn weather we’ve been having! We await with anticipation our new Year 10 
Leaver jackets which are not too far away now. As the weather cools down though, I would like 
to remind all parents that non-school jumpers are not to be worn at school. School jackets may 
be purchased through the uniform shop. Also, leggings for girls are not allowed. If they wish to 
wear tights, navy blue is the only prescribed colour, as per our Uniform Policy. 
 

As a matter of interest, I am running a small competition to see how many of 
our students actually read the newsletter, so I am placing a picture of interest 
and/or question and the first student who gives me the answer at school (in 
person) will receive a prize. See below for my Newsletter Quiz #1: During my 
recent trip to Rome, I had the great privilege of viewing the original Pieta. Tell 
me where our school copy of the Pieta is located. 
 

After the excitement of TropiCool last weekend, we hope to firstly, see as 
many of you as possible this Friday for our Mother’s Day Assembly at 9.30am 
followed by morning tea. Secondly, If you have any flowers or greenery in the 
garden, please could you drop them off at the front office on Friday morning so that our SRC can 
make Mother’s Day posies for all our Mums? Last but not least, we also hope to see you on  
Saturday night in support of our Parish at the Fatima Night. My mouth is already watering at the 
prospect of Pig on the Spit, Portuguese Beef Espetada and decadent desserts! 
 



 
  
 
 
 
 
Media Statement           9 May 2017  
 

NAPLAN testing aligns with CEWA focus on data  
 

As students across the state prepare to participate in the annual NAPLAN (National Assessment  
Program Literacy and Numeracy) testing this week, Catholic Education Western Australia (CEWA) has 
highlighted the benefits of using data to inform the best possible learning opportunities and outcomes for 
students.  
 

Dr Tim McDonald, CEWA Executive Director, said NAPLAN testing was one of many tools Catholic 
schools used to chart the development of students.  
 

“NAPLAN aligns with an increasing focus by CEWA on data analysis to deliver improvements in teaching 
and learning practices. NAPLAN testing is not intended to fully measure all aspects of students’ learning, 
but it does provide students across the country with an opportunity to demonstrate their learning in  
numeracy and literacy on the same day, in the same test,” he said.  
 

“CEWA assists schools with analysis of NAPLAN results to ensure each school is able to make the most 
of this data, including trends in results they may want to focus on,”  
 

“While NAPLAN provides data on literacy and numeracy, CEWA is implementing data analysis to deliver 
benefits in a variety of ways in our system. This includes a new digital learning platform, that enables  
educators and students to benefit from analytics on learning content in their classrooms, as well as work 
by our Teaching and Learning Team to analyse a variety of data on schools across the system provided 
by school staff,” Dr McDonald said.  
 

Catholic schools have shown sustained improvement in student outcomes in recent years, which Dr 
McDonald attributed both to this use of data in decision-making, as well as schools promoting cultures 
where each staff member is responsible for the success of each individual student.  
 

“We have terrific staff working in schools throughout WA who are committed to delivering a Catholic  
education that supports students in their spiritual, intellectual, social and emotional, physical and creative 
development,” he said.  
 

“CEWA schools aim to prepare students to thrive in our rapidly changing world. Preparing students to be 
confidently literate and numerate is an important part of this development, and NAPLAN testing is one 
way in which Catholic schools meet this need,”  
 

NOTE – Comments are provided by Dr Tim McDonald in his capacity as CEWA Executive Director. Dr 
McDonald is also a board member of the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority 
(ACARA).  
 
 

Media Contact  
Catholic Education Western Australia  
Simone Warden  
Head of Marketing and Communications  
08 6380 5153  
0416 836 919  

God Bless 

Sam Da Luz 

Head of Middle School 



 
  

 

Mother’s Day Liturgy 
 

Please bring any freshly cut flowers to the office on Friday  
Morning, the 12th May so that posies can be  

arranged by our students. 
 

Any donations are greatly appreciated. 

Mother’s Day Morning Tea 
 

Please join us on Friday, 12th May for our 
Mother’s Day Liturgy, slide show and 

morning tea  
commencing at 9:30am in the School Hall. 

All welcome 

ST MARY STAR OF THE SEA SCHOOL 

P & F Association 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

As we do every year as a fundraiser we are holding a Mother’s Day stall.  Today and  

Thursday the 10th and 11th of May we will hold our stall on the stage area outside the 

library during the students lunch break from 12.30pm to 1pm. 
 

The gifts we have for sale include mugs, key rings, pens, torches, gorgeous memo pads 

and much more.   
 

The prices range from $1.00 to $8.00. If you would like to let your child purchase a 

gift you can place some money in an envelope and we will help your child choose their 

special gift.    
 

 

P & F Committee 



Parish News 
 

Mass times have been changed - They are 
now 

Saturday night - 7pm 
Sunday morning - 9am 

 
 

First Holy Communion 
Thursday 25th May  Parent/Child Meeting 
Saturday 27th May  Church Clean and Tidy-Up 
Sunday 28th May   Eucharist 

 

                             Confirmation 
Thursday 15

th
 June   Confirmation Parent Meeting  

Sunday 18
th
 June   Commitment Mass  

Thursday 10
th
 August  Parent/Child Meeting  

Saturday 12th August Church Clean and Tidy-Up 
Sunday 13

th
 August   Confirmation  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Father Mariusz 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uniform Shop. 
 

The uniform shop is  

opened every  

Tuesday and Thursday  

from 2.15pm to 3.15pm. 

                               Homework  

Classes 

Homework classes  

are each Tuesday and  

Thursday. 

 Please contact the school 

 office for further  

information. 

   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Carnarvon Netball Association is really excited to offer  
 
• Net-set-go program: open to all Carnarvon kids aged 5-10yo. Net-set-go is a fun 

weekly program, held    during term 2 & 3. Net-set-go is for boys and girls, no netball 
experience is necessary. To join head to the netball courts Thursday 5.00.  

 
• Junior Netball competition: for girls aged 11-17 yrs. It is not too late to join netball. So 

many great benefits to joining our local netball association. To join head to the netball 
courts Thursday 5.00.  

 
For more information contact Carnarvon Netball  

Association on Facebook or call Louise 0428921375.  
 

Volunteer opportunities available: to help our juniors thrive we would love your help.  

Parents and carers and community members please raise your hand, no netball  experience 

is necessary we have a role for everyone.  
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