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F r o m  T h e  p r i n c i p a l ’ s  d e s k  

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Friday 15th September   Ice Cream Stall  @ lunchtime - $2 per scoop 
      MS Assembly - 1pm 
      PS Assembly - 2pm - Year 6 in the School Hall 
Tuesday 19th September   Visual Arts Showcase 5 - 6:30pm in the School Hall 
Wednesday 20th September  Board Meeting - 7:30pm in the Library 
Thursday 21st September    P&F Meeting - 6:30pm 
Friday 22nd September    MS Assembly - 1pm 
      PS Assembly - 2pm - Year 4  
      Last day of Term 3 
Tuesday 10th October    First day of Term 4 
Saturday 28th October   St Mary’s BAZAAR 
Saturday 4th November    Cocktail Dinner Dance @ the Woolshed 
Friday 8th December   Last day of Term 4 
Wednesday 31st January 2018  First day of Term 1, 2018 



Dear Parents, Teachers and Friends, 
 
One of our roles as educators is to support parents help their children to take responsibility for 
their own behaviour, however allowing excuses for poor behaviour can limit children’s growth. 
Most of us, at some stage of our lives, have done something we should not have done or not 
done something we should have done. Sometimes we might not take responsibility for our  
shortcomings but, instead, choose to make excuses. 
We all make mistakes from time to time, but it seems to be an inbuilt tendency to blame others 
for our faults. There can be strong emotional pressures that motivate us to make excuses and so 
blame our upbringing, our circumstances, the way we have been treated by others and, of 
course, these days we can blame our genes. Unfortunately, the fact is that all excuses boil down 
to one common element: a lack or a denial of personal responsibility. 
Excuses are a common method of shifting blame as we attempt to keep our self-image intact, 
when we are faced with negative feedback. It’s a tough call, when we have to admit that we are 
wrong or that we have overlooked something. We immediately want to shift the blame away from 
ourselves in the hope that, in some strange way, we will then “feel good” regardless of our  
actions. Poorly offered excuses, such as blaming others or telling half-truths, are not believable 
and cause doubt to be cast on our character. 
If nothing is ever our fault and is always the fault of the circumstance or of someone else, then, 
this leads us to justifying our actions rather than taking responsibility for them. Benjamin Franklin 
had a strong opinion of this type of behaviour when he said, “I never knew a man who was good 
at making excuses who was good at anything else.” If our excuses are not genuine, people will 
feel hurt, let down or perhaps angry; they will regard us to be less than worthy of their trust or  
esteem. 
By refusing to make excuses and to embrace responsibility, we reap the rewards of self-respect, 
pride and confidence. Psychologists tell us that the happiest people are those who accept total 
responsibility for every part of their lives. What a wonderful gift we can give to our children, if they 
are able to accept total responsibility for their lives, because they saw us doing it. 
 

INTERSCHOOL ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
Last Thursday and Friday St Mary's competed in the annual Interschool Athletics Carnival held at 
the Festival Showgrounds. The students competed to the best of their ability and the behaviour 
of all on the 2 days was very commendable. Thanks to Miss Towers and the staff and parent 
helpers who ensured the days were a success. 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL SOCIAL 
A very successful event was held on Saturday evening for our senior middle school students. 
Many staff were involved ensuring the night was a success and the students appreciated the  
efforts all went to in bringing the evening together. Well done to all involved. 
 

PERFORMING VISUAL ART NIGHT 
Students will be demonstrating their artistic flair at the Performing Visual Arts Night being held 
next Tuesday evening between 5:00 – 6:30 pm. All are welcome to come and view the students' 
impressive work. Tea and coffee will be available. 
 

FIRST DAY BACK TERM 4 
The first day back for students in Term 4 is Tuesday, October 10. There is a professional  
development day for staff on Monday, October 9. 
 

God Bless 
 
 
 
 

Steve O’Halloran 
Principal 
 
 

                              2017 
Last Day of Term 3 - Friday 22nd September 
First Day of Term 4 - Tuesday 10th October 
Last Day of Term 4 - Friday 8th December 
                               2018 
First Day of Term 1 - Wednesday 31st January 
Last Day of Term 1 -  Friday 13th April 



Middle School News 
T’was a week to celebrate indeed! Another successful Middle School Social was held last  
Saturday night (on the same night as The Eagles’ Elimination Finals game – I know!) but to the 
credit of all the staff who came out to support the students and the students themselves, I must 
say it was one of the most memorable nights ever! The Mask-a-Rave theme was truly embodied 
by the excellent interaction of both year groups (9 & 10) who sang, danced and mingled their 
way through limbo competitions (Kai “Limbo” O’Loughlin took the prize), Piñata smashing  
(Vi “Brutus” Tuipulotu took it down with his second strike) and Chocolate Wheel spinnings! The 
adrenaline was definitely pumping and nothing could stop Matilda Anderson from headbanging 
and freestyling across the dance floor! 
Thank you to our ladies in the kitchen for the preparation, cooking and cleaning up: Mrs 
Worthington, Mrs Punch, Mrs Holtham and Mrs Munro who were ably assisted by the Year 8  
students: Dylan, Daniel, Danny, Tamika, Tara and Raj who waited and tended the drinks ‘bar’ all 
night. Also, Mr Brooks, Mr Manser, Miss Hegarty, parents and students who assisted with the set 
up and decorating of the hall and to Year 11 Nagle student (and our Deputy Head Girl from last 
year): Haylie Bumbak who was our event photographer – thank you for helping to make our 
evening so successful and enjoyable. Thank you again to all staff who attended on the night and/
or came out to witness the amazing arrivals, but especially to Miss Slattery who coordinated and 
worked very closely with the Year 10s, to make the magic happen! A great effort to all  
concerned. 
 
Results of the 2017 Social: 
Best Arrival: Bree Hudson and Grace Punch – Bree drove in on her “L” plates in a Trans Am! 
Best Couple - Rachel Gilbert and Bianca Dei Giudici (sisterhood forever!) 
Best Dressed Male - Dylan Gane in a natty number. 
Best Dressed Female - Jessie Jarvis in classic style and elegance. 
Best Mask Male - Kai O'Loughlin in his recycled mask made out of his own ticket! 
Best Mask Female - Mikhayla Capewell – a flux of feathers. 
Best Dancer 10 - Matilda Anderson – The ‘EverReady’ battery that never stops! 
Best Dancer 9 - Adam Clark, Luke Munro, Djilka Oxenham – the slick and constant moves. 
Social Butterfly 9 - Viliami Tuipulotu – Mr Suave. 
Social Butterfly 10 - Jessica Fernihough – Miss Congeniality. 
Social King (vote) - Joseph Garcia – Dapper suit, Mr Garcia! 
Social Queen (vote) - Bree Hudson – ‘Cape’ gorgeous! 
 
Special thanks to Norwest Surf (Best Dressed sponsor), Port Hotel (Best Couple sponsor) and 
Amcal Pharmacy (Social King and Queen sponsor) for our prizes. 

 



Last week, Mrs Holtham posted an in-depth account of the recent ACC Carnival in Perth. I 
would like to add some more information here now that I’ve had a chance to study the results 
closely: Our students competed in H division (A to I divisions available) and a pleasing note is 
that some of our students’ individual results are actually leading the overall competition results 
thus far, including the ‘A’ division schools and Colleges! There are too many to print here, but 
some very notable mentions on the day were: 
Miss Consistency – Yr 7 Jordie Porter who came in 2nd place in all four of her events (field and 
track); Yr 8 Jorja Black who competed in the U/15 events (higher than her own age group) and 
picked up 2nd placings in the 800 and 1500m races, and U/14 James Holtham (who managed 
to get to all his events this year!) who placed 1st in four of his seven events and 2nd in the  
remaining three - a terrific result which saw him take out the Age Championship on the day, 
leading by 19 points. In Year 9, we discovered some rising stars: Michael Pham who jumped an 
incredible 5.5 metres to take 1st place in Long Jump Div 1 A and whose result still stands  
overall, and Ivana Ryder at her first ACC Carnival who placed 1st in two field events and picked 
up a 2nd place on the track! A big acknowledgement also goes out to all our Year 10 students 
who were competing in the Open events against bigger and stronger Year 11 & 12 students,  
especially Bree Hudson who placed 1st in two events, 2nd in one event, 3rd in one event and 
fourth in her last event. Bree Hudson and Jessica Fernihough placed 2nd and 3rd overall,  
respective in the Open Age Championship category, so that was a stellar achievement for our 
Year 10 Faction Captains. 
 
The top scoring competitors per age group are as follows: 
 
Female U/14: Isobelle Warren – 3rd place overall, 49 points 
Male U/14: James Holtham – 1st place overall, 77 points 
Female U/15: Ivana Ryder – 2nd place overall, 44 points 
Female Open: Bree Hudson – 2nd overall, 50 points 
Jessica Fernihough – 3rd overall, 45 points 
 
All individual results are available on the ACC website. Well done to all on your efforts and  
results. Thank you to all your teachers, parent helpers and coaches who got you there. 
 
With the end of term looming, we will be farewelling the Warren students who are relocating to 
Geraldton. We wish you all the best of luck with your exciting move and say thank you  
especially to our Head Boy Duke Warren for his leadership and support throughout this year – 
God bless. 
 
In closing, I always like to reflect upon my week of interactions with people: parents, students, 
family and even digital media! The conversations recently have been centred around  
differences. In Year 7 RE, we are learning about how Jesus modelled God’s love for us all,  
regardless of our differences, and yet, there has been so much in the media and around our 
community that want to label our differences, make excuses for our differences, ignore our  
differences, or merely to ‘give up’ because of our differences. This creates divisions, angst,  
misconceptions and isolation. My message this week is to embrace and celebrate ALL our  
differences. Audre Lorde: poet and civil rights activist wrote, 
 

“It is not our differences that divide us. It is our inability to recognise, accept, and celebrate 
those differences.” 

 
Viva la difference! 
Take care until next time … 
 

Sam Da Luz 
Head of Middle School 



 



Parish News 
 

Mass Times  
 

Saturday night - 7pm 
Sunday morning - 9am 

 
 

Reconciliation 
 

Thursday 9th November Parent/Child Meeting 
Thursday 16th November 1st Reconciliation 
 

 

FUNDRAISING FOR CARITAS 

 

On Friday 15th, the Year 10s will be selling the icecreams at 
lunchtime for $2 - there are also toppings the children can 

choose from. 
 

 
Thank you  
Miss Slattery 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Week 8 this term featured the annual Gascoyne District Interschool Athletics Carnival. Thursday 
was the individual day where students competed in throws, jumps and middle distance against 
the best athletes from Shark Bay, Christian School, Community College and School of the Air. 
We saw some incredible performances from our students, with the following achieving ribbons in 
their events: 

 
 

  Long Jump Triple Jump Tee Ball Distance Run 

Year 3 
Marley 1st       

Chloe 3rd     Chloe 1st 

Year 4 
    Dayne 4th Clyde 3rd 

Ashlee 1st       

Year 5 

Luke 3rd Luke 2nd Keion 3rd Luke 1st 

Harmony 2nd 

Ta-Leah 4th 

Harmony 3rd 

Mylyne 4th 

Harmony 1st 

Mylyne 3rd 
Harmony 2nd 

Year 6 
Regan 3rd Jack 3rd Edward 4th Jack 4th 

  Rachael 1st Emma 3rd Rachael 4th 



Friday was the big track day which featured all the games (tunnelball, flag relay, passball and 
leaderball), along with our sprints and relays! It was an incredible day, which kept everyone on 
the edge of their seats.  
 

 
 
2017 was the first year for our Year 1 students who soaked up the atmosphere 
and were assisted by the older, more experienced students in our team. It was  
also the final year for the Year 6 students. The Year 6 boys demonstrated some 
excellent teamwork skills to win the tunnelball, flag relay and passball games!  
Outstanding! 
 
All students contributed to the overall team total and we were incredibly pleased to 
finish in second place just behind Carnarvon Community College. 
 
 

Some outstanding individual performances included: Luke Jordan (Champion Year 5 Boy),  
Harmony Bellotti (Champion Year 5 Girl), Chloe Bumbak (Runner Up Year 3 Girl), Marley  
Mihovilovic (Runner Up Year 3 Boy). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well done to everyone, and thank you for being such committed and respectful competitors 
throughout the event. 
 

Huge thanks also go out to Candice and Ash from the Community College for planning and  

delivering another fantastic interschool event. Its these days that we all remember! 

 
 

Miss Towers 

Health and Physical Education Teacher 





 

 

 

 

 

KINDERGARTEN INTERVIEWS 

Currently enrolments are being taken for Kindergarten 2018. Interviews will be conducted 

during August. Parents of siblings already at St Mary’s still need to enrol their child.  

Interviews however, may not be necessary. 

 

PRE-KINDERGARTEN 3 YEAR OLD ENROLMENTS 

Enrolments for children to begin the 3 Year Old pre-kindergarten programme are currently 

being taken. All parents that have children turning 3 prior to attending the Kindergarten 

programme are welcome to contact the school for further information. 

Uniform Shop 
 

The uniform shop is  

open every  

Tuesday and Thursday  

from 2.15pm to 3.15pm. 

Long sleeve blue polo shirts are now  

available. 

Prices are $28.00 

               Homework Classes 

 

Homework classes are each 

Tuesday and Thursday  

 

Please contact the school                                   

office for further information 

Thank you to all who 
supported our P&F  
Father’s Day stall 

 
A total of $370 was 

raised. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=semester+Report+Clip+Art&view=detailv2&&id=0BFEDA0704AB5232A0E0B9F822BAF780883BBBF2&selectedIndex=49&ccid=2%2bdhbpU9&simid=608004337495113749&thid=OIP.Mdbe7616e953d1b304f24bb9fd8e9f720o0




The school administration office on 99411328 
 

The address it is  
https://smsc.coneqt-p.cathednet.wa.edu.au/ 

https://smsc.coneqt-p.cathednet.wa.edu.au/


Woolworths Earn & Learn 2017 
Dear Parents, 
This year we will be participating in the Woolworths Earn & Learn program. Through this  
program we will be able to get new educational resources for our school/early learning centre – 
and all we need you to do is shop for your groceries at Woolworths. 
From Wednesday 26

th
 July to Tuesday 19

th
 September or while stocks last, we are collecting 

Woolworths Earn & Learn Stickers.  You will get one Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker for every 
$10 spent (excluding liquor, tobacco and gift cards). Place the Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker 
onto a Woolworths Earn & Learn Sticker Sheet and when it’s complete, the Sticker Sheet can 
be dropped into the Collection Box here at the school or at your local Woolworths.  

At the end of the promotion, we’ll be able to get some great new equipment. The range is  
extensive and offers lots of items ideal for our students – including resources for Maths,  
English, Science and some fantastic fun supplies for Arts & Craft, Sport and for our library. If 
you’d like to know more, visit woolworths.com.au/earnandlearn 

St Mary’s drop off zones for stickers will be at the St Mary school office, the 

Junior Learning Centre or at Woolworths. 

Thank you for your support 




