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F r o m  T h e  p r i n c i p a l ’ s  d e s k  

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
              
Wednesday 18th October    RAC Visit for MS students 
      Board Meeting - 7:30pm 
Thursday 19th October   P&F Meeting — 5:30pm in the School Library 
Friday 20th October    MS Assembly — 1pm 
      PS Assembly — Year One—2pm 
Tuesday 24th October   Diary of a Wombat—PP to Yr4 and Yr8 
Wednesday 25th October   Children’s Week Excursion for Kindy 10:30am 
Friday 27th October    MS Assembly — 1pm   
Saturday 28th October   St Mary’s BAZAAR 
Saturday 4th November    Cocktail Dinner Dance @ the Woolshed 
Friday 3rd November   PS Disco—5-6pm 
Friday 8th December   Last day of Term 4 
Wednesday 31st January 2018  First day of Term 1, 2018 
 



Dear Parents, Teachers and Friends, 
 
HELPING YOUR CHILD RISE ABOVE DISAPPOINTMENT 
Whether it's missing out on a prize or the ice cream shop has run out of chocolate sprinkles, life 
is full of big and little disappointments. And as much as we'd like to spare our child from  
let-downs, we can't - and that's a good thing. 
 
"When children learn at an early age that they have the tools to get over a disappointing  
situation, they'll be able to rely on that throughout childhood and even as adults," says Robert 
Brooks, PhD, co-author of Raising Resilient Children. "If you bend over backwards to shield them 
from disappointment, you're keeping them from developing some important skills. If you help a 
child learn to ask for realistic support, lean on others, communicate well, and stay optimistic, 
you're assisting them to handle what life throws at them." 
 
Learning how to cope with disappointment is a part of growing into a responsible young adult. 
Failure can also motivate children to practise harder, study longer or attempt a different  
approach. Children can learn more about problem-solving through failure. Through trying and 
failing, then trying again and succeeding, our children learn about patience, perseverance and 
justified pride in their accomplishments. 
 
Your child may feel like it's the end of the world. Help them see the light at the end of the tunnel. 
Some children will say that this one experience has ruined their life and they will often look to 
you, their parents, to contradict that belief. Remind your children that while this disappointment 
hurts, there will be many other successes in their lives. As a society, we are very focused on  
success. We can become so focused on the final outcome that we miss the important role our 
effort plays. Research has suggested that children who are praised for their effort and hard work 
are more likely to try harder to solve difficult problems than those who are praised simply for  
getting the answers correct. So, praise how hard your children work, how much they studied, or 
how frequently they practised. Help your child see what they have learned from that hard work 
even if the outcome wasn’t exactly what they wanted. 
 
PARENTS AND FRIENDS DINNER DANCE 
The St Mary's Parents and Friends group have organized a Dinner Dance to occur on Saturday 
4th November. Music will be provided by Perth band, 'The Murphy's'. The theme for the night is 
Black and White and I encourage all to come along for what should be a terrific evening. 
 
PARISH BAZAAR 
The St Mary's Parish Bazaar will be occurring on Saturday 28th October from 4 – 7 pm. This is 
always a fun event for adults and children alike. There will be plenty of food, games and  
entertainment provided on the day. 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL LOCK-IN 
The middle school lock-in was a great success and the students had a lot of fun, that may have 
made up for the amount sleep they didn't get! 
Many thanks to the middle school teachers who came along and supported and organised the 
students activities on the evening, especially Miss Katelyn Hegarty, Mr Tim Manser and  
coordinator Miss Melissa Slattery. 
 
God Bless 
 
 
 
 
Steve O’Halloran 
Principal 
 
 
 

 

Are you returning next year? 
To help us with our planning for 2018, 
please inform the front office if your 

child/children will not be  
returning to St Marys next year. 

Thank you 



                               2017 
First Day of Term 4 - Tuesday 10th October 
Last Day of Term 4 - Friday 8th December 
 
                               2018 
First Day of Term 1 - Wednesday 31st January 
Last Day of Term 1 -  Friday 13th April 

From the REC 

What is Socktober? 
Socktober is an initiative of Catholic Mission which aims to ‘sock it to poverty’ to help some of 
the neediest and vulnerable children in the world in places such as Uganda, to have a  
hope-filled future. In order to support this wonderful initiative our school community will be  
holding a ‘Crazy Sock Day’ on Friday 27th October, where students from Pre-primary to year 10 
are encouraged to wear their most colourful and funny socks to school for a gold coin donation. 
All money raised will be donated to Catholic Mission. 
 

Spiritual Reflection: What is hope? 
Hope is an important Christian virtue which helps us to never despair despite the difficulties our 
present reality confronts us with. Pope Francis describes hope as: “The virtue of the heart that 
doesn’t lock itself into darkness, that doesn’t dwell on the past, does not simply get by in the  
present, but is able to see a tomorrow. 

 
Mass Times  

 
Saturday night - 7pm 

Sunday morning - 9am 

 
 

 
 

Reconciliation 
 

Thursday 9th November Parent/Child Meeting 
Thursday 16th November 1st Reconciliation 
 

Mr Adrian Good 
Religious Education Officer 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Bazaar committee are looking for helper’s for the 
upcoming Parish Bazaar. 
 

 Donut Machine Co-ordinator 
 

If you can help on this stall or any other, please  
contact Kym Redden on  0449 253 108 or the school 
office on 99411 328. 
 

Thank you 



Head of Primary News 
Disco 
This year’s Primary school disco will be held on Friday 3rd August. Entry is $5 and includes a hot 
dog, juice box and Freddo Frog. The $5 is to be paid at the door. The Pre-Primary to Year 2  
disco will commence at 5pm finishing at 6pm. The Year 3 to Year 6 disco will commence at 
6:30pm and finish at 8:00pm. Food and drink will be served at 6pm starting with the younger  
students. Thank you to the staff and Middle School Student Representative Council who have 
volunteered to help. 
 

Technology in Education 
As a parent, I struggle with the idea that schools may be preparing our students to use  
technology before they can fluently read and write. However, whether you are for or against the 
use of technology in schools it is a growing beast that is not going away. As a school, we cannot 
fight this, rather we need to embrace it whilst ensuring that we don’t lose sight of our purpose 
and beliefs around what education actually is. We must be mindful of our current achievements 
and how technology can complement the already successful learning happening at St Mary’s. 
We must be mindful that city students are given opportunities that often differ from country  
students and we need to try to minimise this gap. We must also consider the strategic direction 
that Catholic Education Western Australia (CEWA) has committed to and the expectations 
around standardised testing like NAPLAN and PAT testing. Given these considerations, the 
school will be implementing an iPad program in 2018. Students in Years 3, 4 and 5 in 2018 will 
be expected to come to school with an iPad. Students in Years 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 in 2018 will  
continue to use their already purchased laptops. Over the coming years, iPads will become the 
preferred device for the school. The reason for the change is simple, iPads allow for greater 
functionality, which in turn allows students to be more creative with what they produce. They will 
have greater access to educational apps and will be able to access the full range of services that 
CEWA is offering students through their Leading Lights initiative. This service will include the use 
of Microsoft Office, Teams, One Drive, Mail and Calendar amongst others. You can be assured 
that we will not be compromising our focus on effective teacher instruction whilst learning to  
accommodate the needs of technology, rather we will be looking for opportunities to extend what 
we are doing with the use of technology. More information regarding this change, models and 
requirements will be sent home to parents in the coming weeks. If you are interested in finding 
out more about CEWAs Leading Lights initiative, please visit http://leadinglights.cewa.edu.au/. 
 

CEWA 365 Student Logins 
As already mentioned, CEWA has formed a partnership with Microsoft as part of their Leading 
Lights digital transformation initiative. 
 

This initiative will allow for greater functionality, creativity and collaboration between schools, 
teachers, students and eventually, parents. Essentially, it is a platform which all students and 
staff in Catholic Education will be given access to via a portal. 
 

Over the last couple of days, notes have gone home to parents informing of your child’s log in 
credentials which are needed to access the CEWA 365 portal. To log on, visit 
portal.cewa.edu.au or portal.office and test the login in credentials. If for some reason they do 
not work, please let me know as soon as possible. 
 

School Swimming 
The Carnarvon Aquatic Centre have confirmed that they have secured coaches for our school 
swimming program. As such, school swimming has been booked for weeks 6 and 7 of this term. 
The students will be coached each day during the two-week block by experienced coaches and 
under the supervision of their class teacher. More information regarding school swimming will be 
sent home shortly. 
 

School Community Garden 
Whilst many people seemed to like the idea of a school community garden, only two people  
volunteered their support. Unfortunately, this is not enough to proceed with the Garden Project. It 
is an initiative that I believe would bring great benefit to the students at St Mary’s so we will look 
at the project again another time and hopefully get more interest then. 
 
Mr Andrew Gammon 
Head of Primary School 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 1 of this term coincided with National Mental Health Week, a week designed to educate 
and increase awareness of mental health. During this week, students from Years 2 – 10, along 
with staff, were introduced to an organisation called ‘Headspace’, who provide support  
specifically for young Australians aged 12-25 who are suffering, or know someone else who is 
suffering, from mental health issues. 
They were asked to complete the sentence “When I’m not in a good headspace ________ helps 
me feel better” by considering things that help them to relax and feel more positive. 
Answers were written on leaves or cherry blossoms and stuck on our Headspace board in the 
undercover area. Some of our top ideas included: 
 listening to music 
 walking my dog 
 going to the beach 
 speaking to family 
 taking deep breaths 
 art 
 reading a book 
 riding my motorbike/horse/bike 
 sport 
We now have a huge board full of ideas of ways we ca help ourselves, and others, when we get 
into a bad headspace sometimes. 
Thanks for all your input everyone. Remember to look after yourselves! 
 
Miss Towers 
Health and Physical Education Teacher 

Performing and Visual Art Showcase 2017 
 

Congratulations to all of our first place and highly commended winners from the 
Performing and Visual Arts Showcase 2017!  
 
Our art finalists will be open to the public for 2 - 3 weeks on display in the Town  
Library gallery starting on the 20th of October.  
 
Miss Ward 



Uniform Shop 
 

The uniform shop is  
open every  

Tuesday and Thursday  
from 2.15pm to 3.15pm. 

Our next meeting is  
Tomorrow, Thursday  

19th October. 
 

We are still trialling a new 
time - 5:30pm. 

 
Come and join us in the 

School Library. 
 

All welcome!!!! 
 

 2018 KINDY AND  
PRE-KINDERGARTEN  

3 YEAR OLD ENROLMENTS 
 

Enrolments for children to begin the Kindy and  
3 Year Old Pre-Kindergarten Programme  

are currently being taken. 
 
All parents that have  

children turning  
3 years of age between  

1st July 2017 and  
30th July 2018  

are welcome to contact the 
school office on  

99411 328 for further        
information. 

 

Book Club 
 

Book Club is due back to the  
office on Friday the 27th  

October. 
 

     Homework 
Classes 

Classes will  
recommence on 
Thursday, 12th  

                October. 
Please contact the school                                   

office for further information. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=bookclub&view=detailv2&&id=057127E0EFF448838E9D9F97B6279790A020EB8C&selectedIndex=12&ccid=fGTDgcnS&simid=607996971774512880&thid=OIP.M7c64c381c9d2a71b188ecd3da53c1bcao0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=semester+Report+Clip+Art&view=detailv2&&id=0BFEDA0704AB5232A0E0B9F822BAF780883BBBF2&selectedIndex=49&ccid=2%2bdhbpU9&simid=608004337495113749&thid=OIP.Mdbe7616e953d1b304f24bb9fd8e9f720o0


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday 28th October 4-7pm 

 

St Mary’s School Grounds 

 

 

Cakes    2nd Hand Stall    Activities 
Plants    Entertainment    

 Fairy Floss 
Festival Foods   Hot Donuts    

Show Bags 
Barista Coffee  Licensed Bar 

 
Great Entertainment from 

Liz Newton Dance Academy 





The school administration office on 99411328 
 

The address it is  
https://smsc.coneqt-p.cathednet.wa.edu.au/ 

 

https://smsc.coneqt-p.cathednet.wa.edu.au/




School Dental Clinic 
The School Dental Clinic provides a free and 
continuing dental service for each eligible  
enrolled school child. Children are eligible from 
Pre-primary until Year 11. High school students 
up to year 11 are still eligible for dental  
treatment at the School Dental Clinic. For more 
information please contact Carnarvon Dental 
Therapy Centre 9941 1336. 
 
If you have received an enrolment form from 
the Dental Clinic, please complete it and return 
it to the school as soon as possible. If you have 
not received any correspondence from us in the 
past 2 years and you are concerned, please 
contact Dental Therapy Centre on 9941 1336 
or CarnarvonDTC@dental.health.wa.gov.au 
 
If you moved recently, please advise the Dental 
Clinic Staff about your new address.  
 
The clinic is open for about 4 weeks each term. 
Next visit will be 23rd October to 16th  
November. 

Carnarvon Soccer Association 
This Saturday the 21 October 2017 we will be having the annual Geraldton / Carnarvon soccer 
camp. 
This is open to all age groups – starting at 8.30 am Saturday morning. 
Consisting of skills sessions, Mini world cup tournament and indoor soccer later in the evening. 
Football West will be represented in Carnarvon with Annie Leyland [development officer] and 
Valen Bullivant. The GJSA will also have some of their coaches assisting with the skills sessions. 
Morning tea and lunch will be provided for all players. 
Please ensure your child brings a personal water bottle and sunscreen. 
For people wishing to learn how to run lines this is your opportunity. 
We will also be conducting a linesperson workshop commencing at 9 am and is open to any  
parents or players wishing to participate. 
Any coaches who wish to gain further skills are encouraged to attend and observe or participate. 
Please RSVP via email or phone. For any further details please ring Jim on 0418 471 556. 
 
9.00am – 10.30am Skills Sessions Festival Grounds 
10.30am – 10.50am Morning Tea Festival Grounds 
11.00am – 12.30pm Skills Sessions Festival Grounds 
12.30pm – 1.00pm Lunch Festival Grounds 
1.00pm 3.30pm Mini World Cup Tournament Festival Grounds 
3.45pm Depart Grounds 
4.00pm – 6.00pm Free Time PCYC 
6.00pm – 7.00pm Dinner with CJSA PCYC 
7.15pm Indoor Futsal Competition PCYC 

mailto:CarnarvonDTC@dental.health.wa.gov.au

